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RICHLAND COUNTY 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOVEMBER 3, 2004, 1:00 P.M. 

 
2020 HAMPTON STREET 

2nd FLOOR COUNTY COUNCIL CHAMBER 
 

AGENDA 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER & RECOGNITION OF NAPOLEON TOLBERT, 
 QUORUM CHAIRMAN 
 
II. RULES OF ORDER BRAD FARRAR, 
  DEPUTY COUNTY         
  ATTORNEY 
 
III. PUBLIC HEARING                                                                   GEONARD PRICE,                  
                                                                                                        ASSISTANT ZONING   
                                                                                                             ADMINISTRATOR  
 
OPEN PUBLIC HEARING 
 

   
A 
07 

05-14 SE 
Tameika Whitfield 
411 North Donar Dr. 
25710-01-05 
 

Requests special exception for the establishment of a 
family day care for a maximum of 12 children on 
property zoned single family residential (RS-1) 

 
B 
19 

05-15 SE   
Jeanette Johnson                   
11 Newquay Ct. 
2310-01-14 
 

Requests special exception for the establishment of a 
family day care on property zoned single family 
residential (RS-3) 
 

C 
29 

05-16 SE                                
Jeff Green 
1100 Bluff Rd. 
11205-03-01/03 
 

Requests special exception for multi-family dwellings on 
property zoned general commercial district (C-3) 

D 
41 

05-17 SE                                
Cheyenne Leitzsey 
135 Barney Ln. 
20114-04-10 
 

Requests special exception for a temporary 
compassionate dwelling on property zoned single family 
residential (RS-1) 
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IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

October 6, 2004 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
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3 November 2004 
                                                                                                     Board of Zoning Appeals 
 
 
 

REQUEST, ANALYSIS  
AND 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 

05-14 Special Exception 
 
 

REQUEST 
The applicant is requesting the Board of Zoning Appeals to grant a special exception to 
permit the establishment of family daycare on property zoned RS-1 (single family 
residential). 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Applicant      Tax Map Number 
 Tameika Whitfield 25710-01-05  
 
Location 

411 North Donar Drive 
 

Existing Zoning        Parcel Size  Existing Land Use 
 RS-1 (Single Family Residential) .30 acre tract Residential          
 
Existing Status of the Property 
The subject property has an existing two-story, single-family residential structure, with a 
double car driveway that leads to a garage.  A fence encloses the rear of the property.   
 
Proposed Status of the Property 
The applicant proposes to establish a family daycare for a maximum of twelve (12) 
children.  The ages of the children would range from newborn to three (3) years old.  The 
proposed hours of operation are 5:00am to 6:00pm. 
 
The applicant proposes to have 3-4 employees. 
 
Immediate Adjacent Zoning and Land Use 
  
 North   -  RS-1; residential  

 South  - RS-1; residential  

 East    -  RS-1; residential  

 West   -    RS-1; residential  
 
Character of the Area 
The subject property is located within a community of single-family residential structures. 
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ZONING ORDINANCE CITATION 
Section 26-63.4(5) authorizes the Board to permit day nurseries and kindergartens as 
special exception subject to the provisions of Section 26-84.  Section 26-84 requires 
that, before granting such a special exception, the Board will ensure that the Department 
of Special Services has approved the daycare facility.  The applicant has submitted a 
letter from DSS. 
 
 
 

CRITERIA FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS 
In addition to definitive standards in this chapter, the Board shall consider the following: 
 

1. Traffic impact.  
The establishment of a daycare for twelve (12) children should generate an 
estimated 24 additional trips per day.  The average trips per day for a single-
family residential structure is approximately 9.5 (based on the Addendum to the 
Long Range Major Street Plan for Richland County – adopted by the Richland 
County Planning Commission - Oct.1993).  
 
The additional traffic impact should be minimal.  North Donar Road serves as a 
connector for Valhalla Drive and Sparkleberry Lane.  There is also access to 
Clemson Road.  It provides ingress/egress for the residents of North Donar 
Drive, as well as providing an alternate route for vehicular traffic from Valhalla 
and Sparkleberry Lane.   
 

2. Vehicle and pedestrian safety. 
The curvature of North Donar Road poses a potential safety hazard for vehicles 
exiting the site. 
 

3. Potential impact of noise, lights, fumes or obstruction of airflow on 
adjoining property. 
There should be a minimal, if any, impact of fumes or obstruction of airflow by the 
establishment of a family daycare. 
 
The impact of noise and lights on the adjoining property owners could be 
presented by the establishment of a circular driveway in the rear of the property. 
 

4. Adverse impact of the proposed use on the aesthetic character of the 
environs, to include possible need for screening from view. 
The proposed use does not impose an adverse impact on the aesthetic character 
of the environs and does not require screening.   
 

5. Orientation and spacing of improvements or buildings. 
The size of the lot and the location of the existing structure precludes the need 
for changes in orientation and spacing of improvements or buildings.  
 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Staff visited the site.   
 
The applicant is proposing to operate a daycare for twelve (12) children.   
 
Staff believes that the curvature of North Donar Drive adversely affects the ability of 
vehicular traffic from exiting the property.  The visibility of the driver could possibly be 
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compromised.  The storm water drainage found on the left of the driveway prevents the 
full utilization of the driveway for ingress/egress. 
 
The applicant has provided provisions to prevent vehicular traffic from backing onto 
North Donar Road.  These provisions also address the concerns of staff with the 
driveway and the storm water drainage. 
 
There are still concerns by staff of the impact that a circular driveway in the rear of the 
property will have on the adjacent property owners.  Staff is concerned that the lights 
and noise from cars that are dropping the children off, particularly during the early 
morning, could become an annoyance. 
 
Staff believes that having the circular driveway in the front of the property is not a viable 
alternative because of the number of cars that could be associated with proposed 
daycare (request is to keep twelve (12) children). 
 
Staff recommends denial. 
 
However, if the Board feels that this request has merit, staff recommends that it be 
subjected to the following condition(s): 
 
 

CONDITIONS 
1. An alternative means (circular driveway, turnaround are, etc.) to enter and exit 

the property.  
 
2. A buffer or screening be established that will alleviate the potential impact of 

lights and noise. 
 
3. Vacancy, abandonment or discontinuance for any period of twelve (12) months 

(as verified by a business license) will void the special exception. 
 

26-602.2(d) 
1) Violation of conditions and safeguards prescribed in conformity with this chapter, 

when made a part of the terms under which the special exception is granted shall 
be deemed a violation of this chapter, punishable under penalties established 
herein; 

 
2) Failure to begin or complete, or begin and complete, an action for which a special 

exception is required, within the time limit specified when such time limit is made 
a part of the terms under which the special exception is granted shall void the 
special exception. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Recommend denial of this Special Exception for the following reasons: 
 

A. Based on the criteria for special exceptions, the project has demonstrated that it 
will  have an adverse affect on the surrounding area..  
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OTHER RELEVANT SECTIONS 
      

Sec. 26-84. Child day care facilities. 
     Child day care facilities are permitted as special exceptions in RS-1, RS-1A, RS-2, 
RS-1, RR, RG-1, RG-2, MH-1, MH-2 and MH-3 districts, and as permitted uses in C-1, 
C-2, C-3, D-1 and RU districts subject to the following provisions: 
 
26-84.1 General requirements. 
     
     a.     Permitted Uses--Before granting a zoning permit for the establishment of a child 
day- care center or a group day-care home, the zoning administrator will ensure that the 
applicant has applied to the South Carolina Department of Social Services (DSS) for a 
license to operate the facility and has received a letter from the regulatory agency (DSS) 
that the facility in question is suitable to accommodate the maximum number of children 
to be cared for. Prior to issuing a zoning permit for the establishment of a family day-
care home, the zoning administrator will ensure that the applicant has applied to DSS for 
registration of the day-care home. 
      
     b.     Special Exceptions--Before granting a special exception for the establishment of 
a child day-care facility, the board of adjustment will ensure that the action outlined in 
paragraph a. above has been accomplished. 
 
26-84.2 Fencing. 
Fencing shall be as prescribed by DSS, but in no case less than 4 feet in height, cyclone 
type or equivalent. 
 
26-84.3 Play equipment. 
No play equipment shall be closer than 20 feet to any residential lot line. 
 
26-84.4 Loading and unloading. 
An adequate area to accommodate the loading and unloading of children shall be 
provided and such area shall not be located within any public right-of-way. 
 
26-84.5 Space. 
Indoor and outdoor space shall be as prescribed by relation for child day-care facilities 
published by DSS. 
 
26-84.6 Signs. 
Signs are permitted in accordance with Article 8, "Regulation of Signs" as applied to the 
district in which the child day-care facility is located. 
 
(Ord. No. 1027-83, § 1, 4-5-83; Ord. No. 1191-44, § IV, 9-4-84; Ord. No. 055-00HR, § 
XI, 10-3-00) 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

• DSS letter 
• Plat 
• Day nursery information sheet 
• Pictures of subject property 
• Letter from applicant 

 
 

CASE HISTORY 
 
No record of previous special exception or variance request.  
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3 November 2004 
                                                                                                     Board of Zoning Appeals 
 
 
 

REQUEST, ANALYSIS  
AND 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 

05-15 Special Exception 
 
 

REQUEST 
The applicant is requesting the Board of Zoning Appeals to grant a special exception to 
permit the establishment of family daycare on property zoned RS-3 (single family 
residential). 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Applicant      Tax Map Number 
 Jeanette Johnson 23101-02-38  
 
Location 

11 Newquay Court 
 

Existing Zoning        Parcel Size  Existing Land Use 
 RS-3 (Single Family Residential) .23 acre tract Residential          
 
Existing Status of the Property 
The subject property has an existing two-story, single-family residential structure, which 
is located immediately before a cul-de-sac.  A double car driveway leads to a garage.   
 
Proposed Status of the Property 
The applicant proposes to establish a family daycare for a maximum of six (6) children.  
The ages of the children would range from newborn to five (5) years old.  The proposed 
hours of operation are 6:00am to 6:00pm. 
 
Immediate Adjacent Zoning and Land Use 
  
 North   -  RS-3; residential  

 South  - RS-3; residential  

 East    -  RS-3; residential  

 West   -    RS-3; residential  
 
Character of the Area 
The subject property is located within a subdivision of single-family residential structures 
(Winchester Subdivision – phase III).   
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ZONING ORDINANCE CITATION 
Section 26-63.4(5) authorizes the Board to permit day nurseries and kindergartens as 
special exception subject to the provisions of Section 26-84.  Section 26-84 requires 
that, before granting such a special exception, the Board will ensure that the Department 
of Special Services has approved the daycare facility.  The applicant has submitted a 
letter from DSS. 
 
 
 

CRITERIA FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS 
In addition to definitive standards in this chapter, the Board shall consider the following: 
 

1. Traffic impact.   
The average weekday trips per day for a single-family residential structure is 
approximately 9.5 (based on the Addendum to the Long Range Major Street Plan 
for Richland County – adopted by the Richland County Planning Commission - 
Oct.1993).  The establishment of this daycare would generate approximately 
eight (8) additional trips per day.   
 
This phase of Winchester Subdivision  (Phase III – 53 lots) accounts for 504 trips 
per day. 
 

2. Vehicle and pedestrian safety. 
There were no obstacles or conditions present that seem to present vehicle or 
pedestrian safety.   
 

3. Potential impact of noise, lights, fumes or obstruction of airflow on 
adjoining property. 
There should be a minimal, if any, impact of noise, lights, fumes or obstruction of 
airflow by the establishment of a family daycare.       
 

4. Adverse impact of the proposed use on the aesthetic character of the 
environs, to include possible need for screening from view. 
The proposed use does not impose an adverse impact on the aesthetic character 
of the environs and does not require screening.   
 

5. Orientation and spacing of improvements or buildings. 
The size of the lot and the location of the existing structure precludes the need 
for changes in orientation and spacing of improvements or buildings.  
 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Staff visited the site.   
 
The applicant is proposing to operate a daycare for six (6) children.  Staff did not 
observe any conditions or factors that would negatively impact this community by the 
establishment of a family daycare.   
 
The applicant is required to provide loading and unloading in an area other than the 
right-of-way.  Staff believes that the double car driveway will sufficiently provide the 
means to meet this requirement. 
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The subject parcel is located at the end of Newquay Court, just outside of the cul-de-sac.  
Staff believes that because the site is located at the end of the road (a cul-de-sac), the 
traffic impact is minimized. 
 
The applicant states that she is in the process of enclosing the rear of the property with a 
fence. 
 
 
Staff recommends that this request be approved. 
 
 

CONDITIONS 
1. Vacancy, abandonment or discontinuance for any period of twelve (12) months 

(as verified by a business license) will void the special exception. 
 

26-602.2(d) 
1) Violation of conditions and safeguards prescribed in conformity with this chapter, 

when made a part of the terms under which the special exception is granted shall 
be deemed a violation of this chapter, punishable under penalties established 
herein; 

 
2) Failure to begin or complete, or begin and complete, an action for which a special 

exception is required, within the time limit specified when such time limit is made 
a part of the terms under which the special exception is granted shall void the 
special exception. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Recommend approval of this Special Exception for the following reasons: 
 

A. Based on the criteria for special exceptions, the project has demonstrated that it 
will not have an adverse affect on the surrounding area.  

 
OTHER RELEVANT SECTIONS 

      
Sec. 26-84. Child day care facilities. 
     Child day care facilities are permitted as special exceptions in RS-1, RS-1A, RS-2, 
RS-3, RR, RG-1, RG-2, MH-1, MH-2 and MH-3 districts, and as permitted uses in C-1, 
C-2, C-3, D-1 and RU districts subject to the following provisions: 
 
26-84.1 General requirements. 
     
     a.     Permitted Uses--Before granting a zoning permit for the establishment of a child 
day- care center or a group day-care home, the zoning administrator will ensure that the 
applicant has applied to the South Carolina Department of Social Services (DSS) for a 
license to operate the facility and has received a letter from the regulatory agency (DSS) 
that the facility in question is suitable to accommodate the maximum number of children 
to be cared for. Prior to issuing a zoning permit for the establishment of a family day-
care home, the zoning administrator will ensure that the applicant has applied to DSS for 
registration of the day-care home. 
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     b.     Special Exceptions--Before granting a special exception for the establishment of 
a child day-care facility, the board of adjustment will ensure that the action outlined in 
paragraph a. above has been accomplished. 
 
26-84.2 Fencing. 
Fencing shall be as prescribed by DSS, but in no case less than 4 feet in height, cyclone 
type or equivalent. 
 
26-84.3 Play equipment. 
No play equipment shall be closer than 20 feet to any residential lot line. 
 
26-84.4 Loading and unloading. 
An adequate area to accommodate the loading and unloading of children shall be 
provided and such area shall not be located within any public right-of-way. 
 
26-84.5 Space. 
Indoor and outdoor space shall be as prescribed by relation for child day-care facilities 
published by DSS. 
 
26-84.6 Signs. 
Signs are permitted in accordance with Article 8, "Regulation of Signs" as applied to the 
district in which the child day-care facility is located. 
 
(Ord. No. 1027-83, § 1, 4-5-83; Ord. No. 1191-44, § IV, 9-4-84; Ord. No. 055-00HR, § 
XI, 10-3-00) 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

• DSS letter 
• Plat 
• Day nursery information sheet 
• Pictures of subject property 

 
 

CASE HISTORY 
 
No record of previous special exception or variance request.  
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3 November 2004 
                                                                                                     Board of Zoning Appeals 
 
 
 

REQUEST, ANALYSIS  
AND 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 

05-16 Special Exception 
 
 

REQUEST 
The applicant is requesting the Board of Appeals to grant a special exception to 
establish a high rise strucure on property zoned C-3 (General Commercial) district 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Applicant      Tax Map Number 
 Jeff Green 11205-03-01, 03  
 
Location 

1100 Bluff Road 
 

Existing Zoning        Parcel Size  Existing Land Use 
 C-3 (General Commercial) 1.8 acre tract Commercial          
 
Existing Status of the Property 
There is a 6064 square foot structure that was built in 1553. The structure was devoted f 
commercial use, but is no longer in operation.  
 
Proposed Status of the Property 
The applicant proposes to establish a six (6) six floor, 56 dwelling unit multi-family 
residential structure.   
 
Immediate Adjacent Zoning and Land Use 
  
 North   -  M-2; industrial  

 South  - M-1; Farmer’s Market / USC practice field   

 East    -  M-1; industrial/commercial  

 West   -    M-1/C-3; Williams Brice Stadium  
 
Character of the Area 
The surrounding area is composed of industrial, commercial, multi-family and retail uses.  
The Farmer’s Market and William’s Brice Stadium are adjacent to the subject parcel.   
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ZONING ORDINANCE CITATION 
 

26-67.4 Permitted special exceptions. 

After public notice and hearing, and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards, 
the board of adjustment may permit, as special exceptions: 

     (1)     High rise apartments, subject to the provisions of section 26-80. 

 
 

CRITERIA FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS 
In addition to definitive standards in this chapter, the Board shall consider the following: 
 

1. Traffic impact.  
The average trips per day for a multi-family structure is approximately 3.5 (based 
on the Addendum to the Long Range Major Street Plan for Richland County – 
adopted by the Richland County Planning Commission - Oct.1993).  
 

2. Vehicle and pedestrian safety. 
There were no obstacles or conditions present that seem to present vehicle or 
pedestrian safety.    
 

3. Potential impact of noise, lights, fumes or obstruction of airflow on 
adjoining property. 
There should be a minimal, if any, impact of noise, lights, fumes or obstruction of 
airflow by the establishment of a family daycare.       
 

4. Adverse impact of the proposed use on the aesthetic character of the 
environs, to include possible need for screening from view. 
The proposed use does not impose an adverse impact on the aesthetic character 
of the environs.  The Richland County Code will require landscaping.   
 

5. Orientation and spacing of improvements or buildings. 
The site plan review by staff will determine the necessity for changes of the 
orientation and spacing of improvements or building. 
 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Staff visited the site.   
 
This project requires a special exception before the Board of Zoning Appeal because it is 
a high rise.   A high rise is defined as a structure that exceeds thirty-five (35) feet or 
three (3) stories in height. 
 
Before this request could be brought before the Board, it was required to appear before 
the Planning Commission for a review of the proposal.  The PC is then required to 
submit its findings to the Board.  Enclosed are the minutes from the PC meeting 
indicating the PC’s findings.  
 
The staff report for the 4 October 2004 Planning Commission Meeting recommended 
approval of the rezoning request and the proposed project.  In its findings, the Planning 
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Commission recommended approval for the same.  Also, County Council gave first 
reading approval to the rezoning request.   
 
Staff recommends that this request be approved. 
 
 

CONDITIONS 
 
N/A 
 

26-602.2(d) 
1) Violation of conditions and safeguards prescribed in conformity with this chapter, 

when made a part of the terms under which the special exception is granted shall 
be deemed a violation of this chapter, punishable under penalties established 
herein; 

 
2) Failure to begin or complete, or begin and complete, an action for which a special 

exception is required, within the time limit specified when such time limit is made 
a part of the terms under which the special exception is granted shall void the 
special exception. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Recommend approval of this Special Exception for the following reasons: 
 

A. Based on the criteria for special exceptions, the project has demonstrated that it 
will not have an adverse impact. 

 
B. The project has been found to be in harmony with the intent of the ordinance. 
 
 

OTHER RELEVANT SECTIONS 
     

Section 26-80.7 (2) Permitted Special Exception High Rise Structure: 

          a.     The planning commission reviews the proposal as in 26-80.7(1) but certifies 
its findings to the board of adjustments rather than the zoning administrator. 

          b.     The recommendations of the planning commission shall be advisory only to 
the board of adjustment. Upon receipt of the recommendation, the board may act to 
grant such special exceptions as are provided for herein. Even though the board may 
impose such safeguards and conditions as deemed appropriate in the granting of a 
special exception, the specific design, use, and dimensional requirements of this 
ordinance as regards high rise apartments are binding upon the board, and the board 
may not vary such requirements by imposing lesser standards except by acting upon a 
specific request for a variance, and making those findings which it is required to make by 
section 26-602.3 herein prior to the granting of any variance. In accordance with the 
provisions of Article 11, the board of adjustment shall grant no special exception for the 
establishment of any use or structure which necessitates the concomitant granting of a 
variance. 

 

31



ATTACHMENTS 
• PC minutes 
• Site plans 
• Pictures of subject property 

 
 

CASE HISTORY 
 
No record of previous special exception or variance request.  
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3 November 2004 
                                                                                                     Board of Zoning Appeals 
 
 
 

REQUEST, ANALYSIS  
AND 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 

05-17 Special Exception 
 
 

REQUEST 
The applicant is requesting the Board of Appeals to grant a special exception to 
temporarily place a manufactured home for a relative in need of constant care in a RS-1 
(Single Family Residential) district 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Applicant      Tax Map Number 
 Cheyenne Leitzsey 20114-04-10  
 
Location 

135 Barney Lane 
 

Existing Zoning        Parcel Size  Existing Land Use 
 RS-1 (Single Family Residential) 2.94 acre tract Undeveloped          
 
Existing Status of the Property 
The subject property is undeveloped and heavily wooded.   
 
Proposed Status of the Property 
The applicant proposes to establish a 2000 square foot manufactured home on the 
property for the temporary care of a relative. 
 
Immediate Adjacent Zoning and Land Use 
  
 North   -  RS-2; residential  

 South  - RS-3; residential  

 East    -  RS-1; residential  

 West   -    RS-2; residential  
 
Character of the Area 
The subject property is located on a dirt/gravel road amongst manufactured homes and 
undeveloped, wooded parcels. 
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ZONING ORDINANCE CITATION 
 
Section 26-63.4(15) of the Zoning Ordinance authorizes the Board of Zoning Appeals to 
permit a temporary dwelling unit for use by a relative in need of constant care as a 
special exception subject to the provisions of Section 26-95. 
 
 
 

CRITERIA FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS 
In addition to definitive standards in this chapter, the Board shall consider the following: 
 

1. Traffic impact.  
The average trips per day for a single-family residential structure is 
approximately 9.5 (based on the Addendum to the Long Range Major Street Plan 
for Richland County – adopted by the Richland County Planning Commission - 
Oct.1993).  
 

2. Vehicle and pedestrian safety. 
There were no obstacles or conditions present that seem to present vehicle or 
pedestrian safety.    
 

3. Potential impact of noise, lights, fumes or obstruction of airflow on 
adjoining property. 
There should be a minimal, if any, impact of noise, lights, fumes or obstruction of 
airflow by the establishment of a family daycare.       
 

4. Adverse impact of the proposed use on the aesthetic character of the 
environs, to include possible need for screening from view. 
The proposed use does not impose an adverse impact on the aesthetic character 
of the environs and does not require screening.   
 

5. Orientation and spacing of improvements or buildings. 
The size of the lot and the zoning requirements for a proposed structure negates 
the need for changes in orientation and spacing of improvements or buildings. 
 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Staff visited the site.   
 
The applicant is proposing to establish a temporary manufactured home for a family 
member in need of care. 
 
Staff has not observed any conditions that would adversely impact the surrounding area.   
 
Staff recommends that this request be approved. 
 
 

CONDITIONS 
 
N/A 
 

26-602.2(d) 
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1) Violation of conditions and safeguards prescribed in conformity with this chapter, 
when made a part of the terms under which the special exception is granted shall 
be deemed a violation of this chapter, punishable under penalties established 
herein; 

 
2) Failure to begin or complete, or begin and complete, an action for which a special 

exception is required, within the time limit specified when such time limit is made 
a part of the terms under which the special exception is granted shall void the 
special exception. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Recommend approval of this Special Exception for the following reasons: 
 

A. Based on the criteria for special exceptions, the project has demonstrated that it 
will not have an adverse affect on pedestrian and vehicular safety.  

 
OTHER RELEVANT SECTIONS 

     
Sec. 26-95.  Temporary compassionate dwelling units. 
 

26-95.1 Establishment. 

Temporary compassionate dwelling units are permitted as special exceptions in RU, D-
1, RS-1, RS-2, RS-3, RR, RS-lA, RG-1, RG-2, MH-1, MH-2, and MH-3 districts. 

26-95.2 Application. 

An application for a temporary compassionate dwelling unit permit shall be submitted by 
the property owner of record to the Zoning Administrator.  In addition, such fee as may 
be required in the county's annual budget ordinance for the current fiscal year must be 
paid at the time the application is filed.  The Zoning Administrator may then submit such 
application to the Board of Zoning Appeals once the application meets the following 
requirements: 

     (a)     An application form, as specified by the Zoning Administrator, completed and 
signed by the property owner. 

     (b)     A recorded plat of the property showing the location of all existing buildings and 
the proposed location of the temporary dwelling unit, so that the required setbacks and 
lot coverage ratios of the zoning district are met. 

     (c)     Evidence that the intended resident of the temporary dwelling unit is a member 
of the applicant's family. 

    (d)     A letter from the proposed resident's physician certifying that the resident 
requires supervised care (and the length of time needed for this care), and that this need 
can be met through the constant care of a relative. 

    (e)     Written certification from the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC), or a public or private utility, that water and sewer service 
can be provided to the temporary dwelling unit. 

     (f)     Certification from the property owner that the temporary dwelling unit will be 
removed at the termination of the special exception. 
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For the purpose of this section, the word "family" shall mean two or more persons 
related by blood, marriage, adoption, or guardianship. 

26-95.3 Required findings. 

In addition to the requirements of article 12 of this chapter, the Board of 
Zoning Appeals may permit a special exception for a temporary 
compassionate dwelling unit upon finding that: 

     (a)     The application for a temporary compassionate dwelling use 
permit submitted by the Zoning Administrator is complete and accurate. 

    (b)     The permitting of a special exception for a temporary 
compassionate dwelling unit will be in the best interests of the surrounding 
community. 

     (c)     The physical and/or mental condition certified by the proposed 
resident's physician justifies the need for a temporary dwelling unit. 

     (d)     The temporary dwelling unit can be easily removed upon the 
expiration of the period of the special exception. 

26-95.4 Time limit and special conditions.  

In permitting a special exception for a temporary compassionate dwelling unit, the Board 
of Zoning Appeals shall specify a time period after which the special exception permit 
expires and the temporary dwelling unit must be removed.  

Provided, however, the time period of the special exception permit will be automatically 
extended for a period not to exceed the original time period, if the property owner 
submits written certification from the resident's physician that there is still a need for the 
permit.  The Board of Zoning Appeals may place such other conditions upon the special 
exception permit as it deems justified and appropriate. 

(Ord. No. 054-01HR, § II, 9-4-01) 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

• Physicians letter 
• Plat 
• DHEC letter 
• Pictures of subject property 

 
 

CASE HISTORY 
 
No record of previous special exception or variance request.  
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